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13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 VSC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A ivm.ii ih.ill iv entitled to ,i puKr.l unless 

2. Claims 20-27, 40-42, and 45-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by GB 1,211,849. 

GB '849 disclose an apparatus and method of manufacturing a billet (strip) 
comprising the steps of transporting the billet along a transport track, such that the billet 
comes to contact with contact elements, which are connected to a voltage source, 
allowing an electrical current to flow through a segment of a billet, wherein the contact 
elements and the billet is made of aluminum (page 2, lines 80-82), and wherein the flow 
of the electrical current causes the billet to be annealed at low stress. The apparatus 
further comprise of guiding means to guide the contact elements (rotor) to transport the 
billet. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Huli-muhiity shall not be riceair, eel h> the num-r a which the imemion was made. 

4. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the 
various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were 
made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 
37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not 
commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. Claims 28-39, 43, 44, 47-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over GB '849 as applied to claim 20 above in paragraph 2, and further in 
view of MacCraven (US 4,437,904). 

GB '849 disclose the claimed invention above, but fails to teach guiding means 
being deflection rollers and comb rollers, a cold processing means comprise of a die, 
cooling medium is oil or gas, and two contact elements are provided with separate drive 

However, MacCraven discloses an aluminum strip to be annealed driven by 
deflection rollers (27, 28, 40), to a cold processing mean (3 1), wherein the cooling 
medium is either gas or oil (col. 4, lines 52-59), and that the contact elements are 
provided with separate drive means. MacCraven disclose the above differences for the 
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purpose of ensuring a desired mechanical and electrical properties are achieved in the 
finished wire product. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time applicant's invention was made to provide the above differences taught by 
MacCraven, in GB '849 in order to ensure proper mechanical and electrical properties. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed on 12/10/03 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that the prior arts of record, GB '849 and MacCaven, fail to 
teach the billet, namely a metallic wire and that the material of contact is adapted to any 
specific material of the billet, much less a billet material such that "substantially" no 
material from the billet diffuses into the contact element. Examiner respectfully 
disagrees, since GB '849 teaches an aluminum strip being in contact with contactors (la, 
lb, and 2). GB '849 implicitly discloses "substantially" no billet material diffuses into 
the contact element. The heating rate or speed rate are controlled to prevent creasing of 
the billet (page 2, lines 55-57). Therefore, claims 20-5 1 remain rejected. 

7. Applicants amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lcn Trail whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-1 184. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30 - 5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tom Dunn can be reached on (571) 272-1 171 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Len Tran 
Examiner 
Art Unit 1725 



LT 

February 5, 2004 




